




















The Department may also recover all reasonable costs under s. 60D of the Conservation Act 1987 that
are incurred in administrating and monitoring the operation intended in this application, subject to its
approval.

In accordance with Regulation 10(2) of the Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992, this
application shall form part of any permit issued and shall be complied with accordingly.

This application is subject to further amendment as a result of consideration of submissions received
under Regulation 11(5) and comments received under Regulation 11(4).

NOTE: When applying for this permit you should bear in mind that your application will be assessed
under regulation 6 of the Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992, as set out below. Further
information may be sought from you for this assessment if this application is not completed fully as
required.

Criteria for issuing permits:

Before issuing a permit, the Director-General shall be satisfied that there is a substantial compliance with
the following criteria:

(@) That the commercial operation should not be contrary to the purposes and provisions of the
Act:

(b) That the commercial operation should not be contrary to the purposes and provisions of the
general policy statements approved under section 3B of the Act, conservation management
strategies approved under section 3C of the Act, or conservation management plans
approved under section 3D of the Act:

(©) That the commercial operation should not have any significant adverse effect on the
behavioural patterns of the marine mammals to which the application refers, having regard to,
among other things, the number and effect of existing operations:

(d) That it should be in the interests of the conservation, management, or protection of the
marine mammals that a permit be issued:

(e) That the proposed operator, and such of the operator's staff who may come into contact with
marine mammals, should have sufficient experience with marine mammals:

() That the proposed operator, and such of the operator's staff who may come into contact with
marine mammals, should have sufficient knowledge of the local area and of sea and weather
conditions:

(9) That the proposed operator, and such of the operator's staff who may come into contact with
marine mammals, should not have convictions for offences involving the mistreatment of
animals:

(h) That the commercial operation should have sufficient educational value to participants or to
the public.

The purpose of collecting this information is to enable the Department to process your application. The
Department will not use this information for any reason not related to that purpose.

Applicants should be aware that provisions of the Official Information Act might require that some or all
information in this application be publicly released.









A. Applicant name (as per Form 8)
NHNZ Worldwide Limited

B. Proposed Filming Operation (please read Appendix 1)

Please tick the relevant boxes to help determine how the application will be assessed:

0 Vessel to approach closer than 50 metres to a whale

O Person in the water to approach closer than 100 metres to a whale

Vessel or person to approach closer than 200 metres to any female baleen or sperm whale that is
O | accompanied by a calf or calves

0 Person in the water with juvenile dolphins

O Approach (on foot, in the water, or in a vessel) closer than 20 metres to seals or sea lions on shore

Use an aircraft at an altitude below 150 metres (500 feet) above sea level, unless taking off or
O | landing

Use an aircraft closer than 150 metres (500 feet) to a marine mammal horizontally from a point
O | directly above a marine mammal

Use a drone or RPA* to film marine mammals

Charter a vessel or aircraft, and/or hire a skipper or pilot to take the film crew to view or come into
O | contact with any marine mammal.

*Note: RPA means a Remotely Piloted Aircraft as defined under Civil Aviation legislation.

Purpose, outputs and benefits of the proposed filming
Please note the purpose of the filming activity (advertisement, movie, documentary etc), and describe in
detail the proposed filming activity.

Purpose: We would like to film the response to whale and dolphin strandings of personnel from DOC, Project
Jonah, local Iwi and community members at whale strandings, and feature the matauranga Maori and marine
science that takes place at the strandings. This is for a six-part series with the working title STRANDED to screen
worldwide and in NZ (on Sky NZ channels and Whakaata Maori) in 2025/2026.

Proposed filming activities:

Primarily, we plan to film the rescuers, conservationists and communities at whale strandings, as well as the
stranded tohora / whales themselves including the following species, not limited to

Humpback whales (Megaptera noaveangliae), Pilot whales (Globicephala melaena)

Long-finned pilot whales, Globicephala melas, Blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus), Sperm (inc. Pygmy and
Dwarf) whales (Physeter macrocephalus, Kogia breviceps, and K. simus)

False killer whales (Pseudorca crassidens), Orca (Orcinus orca), Southern right whales (Lissodelphis peronii)

Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis), Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) Risso’s dolphin (Grampus griseus)
and any other dolphin or whale species that might be involved in strandings in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Filming would consist of interviewing rescuers, filming the work the rescuers are doing- such as keeping the
whales wet, attempting to refloat whales, or acting as a barrier to ensure they don’t turn back to shore once
refloated. We'd like to be there for both successful and unsuccessful attempts, and we’d work with the local iwis
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N/A

Maximum cumulative time with marine mammals during a day:
Drone filming will be limited to three hours per day. This will consist of several individual drone flights of
about 20 minutes each.

How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using a vessel?
Please list all species separately

Speeds when approaching and viewing marine mammals
N/A

Behaviour of vessel and orientation of approach relative to marine mammals
N/A

Position of vessels relative to marine mammals while viewing
N/A

Distance from vessel to marine mammals
N/A

Distance to the water’s edge (for seals or sea lions hauled out on shore)
N/A

Behaviour around calves or pups
N/A

Speed of departure
N/A

Behaviour of vessel and departure route relative to marine mammals
N/A

What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance?
N/A

How will you undertake underwater filming?
Please list all species separately

Method (pole-cam, diver etc.)
N/A

Approaching marine mammals (vessel and/or land)
N/A

19



Distances and filming position relative to each species
N/A

How will you approach and film marine mammals from the shore?
Approach distances for vehicles and people to seals or sea lions

N/A

Filming position relative to seals or sea lions, the shore and the sea
N/A

How film crew will be managed in the vicinity of seals or sea lions
N/A

Particular behaviour around breeding colonies and nurseries
N/A

What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance including from noise and people behaviour
N/A

How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using an aircraft?
Please list all species separately

Height above sea level during transit along the coast or across the sea
N/A

Height above sea level while filming marine mammals
N/A

Position and behaviour of aircraft relative to marine mammals - horizontal
N/A

Circling or other aircraft manoeuvres in the vicinity of marine mammals
N/A

What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance
N/A

How will you approach, film and depart from marine mammals using a drone?
Please list all species separately

Filming over water
The drone pilot will launch the drone from a stable surface and will not approach the stranded whales or
dolphins until the drone has reached the transit height of 100 metres above sea level.

Filming seals or sea lions on land
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N/A

Approach speed
15 kph

Height above sea level during transit along the coast or across the sea
During transit the drone will remain 100 metres above sea level/beach level.

Height above sea level while filming marine mammals
To film the stranded whales or dolphins the drone will reduce in height to a minimum of 20 metres above
the stranded animals for the actual filming

Orientation of approach

Where possible the drone will approach from the rear and parallel to the whales or dolphins. In the case
of stranded whales or dolphins their orientation will be mixed so this approach may not always be
possible.

What other actions you will take to minimise disturbance
The whales or dolphins will not be chased, herded or scattered. Any reaction by the whales or dolphins
to the drone will be interpreted as disturbance and the drone will immediately return to transit height.

Only one drone (up to 5kg in weight) will be used at any time.

Film Crew

Please fill in for every person that may come into contact with marine mammals throughout the course of
the proposed filming. (Copy and paste details for additional crew)

Full Name: Ben Lawrie Job Title: Producer / Director

Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Ben was the series producer/director of a major 3-part
BBC1 series ‘Galapagos’, broadcast in 2017. They filmed in Galapagos for 5 weeks, with sequences
involving endangered land and marine animals. He was series producer for Dynamic Planet which
included a story of Humpback whales filmed in Fiordland.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Ben has experience filming around oceans
and coastlines, and will complete a safety course with Project Jonah- learning how to help stranded
whales safely.

Full Name: Julian (Julz) Braatvedt Job Title: Camera and Drone pilot
Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Julian Braatvedt, is very experienced with more than 300
hours of relevant drone filming experience on Mavic and Inspire series drones. He has flown above
marine mammals previously and understands animal behaviour well, with his specialism in natural
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history. He can identify iffwhen animal behaviour is affected by drone operations and adjusting or
cancelling flight operations accordingly. The welfare and natural behaviour of animals is always his
primary concern.

Julian has experience freediving and scuba diving with whales, dolphins and other marine mammails.
And is fully certified to fly drones with an RPAS cert and license.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Julz has over 15 years’ experience working on
wildlife documentaries here in New Zealand.

Full Name: Alex Hubert Job Title: Camera
Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Has filmed marine mammals for over ten years, including
series 1-3 of Our Big Blue Backyard. Is on other NHNZ MMPs and Kina Scollay/Ocean Answers MMPs
since at least 2014.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Filming experience all over New Zealand-
filmed most of the Banks Peninsula, and Golden Bay scenes for Our Big Blue Backyard.

Full Name: Kina Scollay Job Title: Underwater Camera, Drone pilot, Producer

Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Kina has Over 30 years’ experience working around a wide
variety of marine mammals as a cameraman, skipper and commercial diver and facilitating marine
mammal research.

- - Worked Closely with a number of marine mammal researchers on humerous filming and scientific
projects.

- Holds a current marine mammal permit. (In the name of his company Ocean Answers Ltd).

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Provided boat services for DoC and other
marine mammal research from 2000 until 2008 on the west coast (South Island). Including but not
limited to both major South Westland Marine Mammal Surveys out of Jackson Bay which included
working closely around Dolphins and Seals, primarily Hectors Dolphin and Bottlenose Dolphin.

Full Name: Adam Jones

Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any

other Act involving the mistreatment of animals?

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Adam has over 20 years’ experience working on wildlife
documentaries and has over 12 years flying drones around endangered animals. He has filmed
underwater and topside camera for organisations such as Animal Planet, Discovery Channel, Terra
Mater, Red Bull, BBC, NBC, Universal Pictures, Walt Disney Pictures, and National Geographic. With an
emphasis on making quality natural history, educational and people-based programmes, he has filmed in
over 40 countries. Adam has an RPAS 102 certificate.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: 20 plus years of filming around New Zealand
water and wildlife.

Full Name: Jordie Gibbens Job Title: Camera
Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
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other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No
If yes please provide details:
Relevant experience with marine mammals:

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Has experience flying drones from a boat and
has 101 and 102 certs and accreditation with the Drone Trust NZ.

Full Name: Tim Firkin Job Title: Camera

Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Is a local to Golden Bay- and knowledgeable about the
cultural significance of strandings to the local iwi's. He was lined up to work on Sentient for the BBC.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Is a local to Golden Bay and knowledgeable
about the coastline and area.

Full Name: Jacob Bryant Job Title: Camera

Has this person had any convictions or prosecutions for offences against the Act or any O Yes
other Act involving the mistreatment of animals? X No

If yes please provide details:

Relevant experience with marine mammals: Has filmed with cetaceans for NHNZ Worldwide and Ocean
Answers. Is named on Kina Scollay’s MMP as well.

Relevant knowledge of the local area and sea conditions: Jake is very experienced at filming from boats
and on the fore shore. He has worked on a lot of underwater shows including shark week shows for
Ocean Answers, and Our Big Blue Backyard for NHNZWW.

C. Filming from vessels

Maximum number of vessels operating at any one time:
N/A

Type and number of vessels (Copy and paste details for additional vessels)

Vessel 1 description:
Location(s) of filming:

Vessel name: Make:

Model: Size:

Motive power: Construction and hull design:
Planing hull: OO Displacement hull: (I
Maximum speed: Normal cruising speed:

Vessel 2 description:
Location(s) of filming:

Vessel name: Vessel name:
Model: Model:

Motive power: Motive power:
Planing hull: O Planing hull: O
Maximum speed: Maximum speed:
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Location of filming from vessel:

Vessel 3 description:
Location(s) of filming:
Vessel name:

Model:

Motive power:

Planing hull: O
Maximum speed:

Location of filming from vessel:

Location of filming from vessel:

Vessel name:

Model:

Motive power:

Planing hull: O

Maximum speed:

Location of filming from vessel:

D. Filming from shore

Maximum number of vehicles at any one time within 50 metres of a seal or sea lion on shore:

(not including vehicles parked in an official car park, slipway or public road)

N/A

Type and number of vehicles (Copy and paste details for additional vehicles)

Vehicle 1 description:
Location(s) of filming:
Registration:

Model:

Vehicle 2 description:
Location(s) of filming:
Registration:

Model:

Vehicle 3 description:
Location(s) of filming:
Registration:

Model:

Make:
Carrying Capacity:

Make:
Carrying Capacity:

Make:
Carrying Capacity:

E. Filming from aircraft

Maximum number of aircraft operating at any one time:

N/A

Type and number of aircraft (Copy and paste details for additional aircraft)

Aircraft 1 description:
Location(s) of filming:
Registration:

Model:

Make:
Carrying Capacity:

Air service certificate number or other aviation document:
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Aircraft 2 description:

Location(s) of filming:

Registration: Make:

Model: Carrying Capacity:
Air service certificate number or other aviation document:

Aircraft 3 description:

Location(s) of filming:

Registration: Make:

Model: Carrying Capacity:
Air service certificate number or other aviation document:

Filming with a drone

Maximum number of drones operating at any one time:
One

Type and number of drones (Copy and paste details for additional drones)

Drone 1 description:

Location(s) of filming: All locations (main drone)

Model: DJI Mavic 3 Cine Drone Noise level: 62dBA at 10 metres
Drone 2 description:

Location(s) of filming: All locations (back up drone)

Model: DJI Inspire 2 Noise level: 70dBA at 10 metres
Drone 3 description:

Location(s) of filming: All locations (Potential drone if only local news crew able to film)
Model: DJI Mini 3 Noise level: 48dBA at 10 metres
Drone 4 description:

Location(s) of filming: All locations (Potential drone if only local news crew able to film)
Model: DJI Mavic 2 Noise level: 48dBA at 10 metres

F. Other

Is there any further information you wish to supply in support of your application?

Significance of STRANDED for advocacy and education

STRANDED is a documentary series on how communities around New Zealand respond to whale and dolphin
strandings, focusing on personnel from DOC, Project Jonah volunteers, local iwi, and other community
members. The narrative of the strandings will be blended with blue chip natural history archive, and newly shot
footage, to record the drama of the rescue attempt as well as the story behind the stranded species. The
documentary will feature the latest marine science and the Matauranga Maori surrounding whale strandings.

STRANDED will be broadcast on Sky NZ channels (both pay and free-to-air) and Whakaata Maori to reach a
substantial New Zealand audience. It will also be broadast on the international channels of commissioning
broadcaster Love Nature, including Sky channels in the United Kingdom, Germany and Italy, an audience of over
200 million households in more than 120 countries. The series will also be promoted by the New Zealand and
international broadcasters through social media and print media thus amplifying the conservation message.

Our documentary seeks to understand why whales strand and will have a significant impact in educating our
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New Zealand and international audience about whales and how we should interact with them. The marine
science included in the documentary will be presented by local experts from sources such as the Marine
Mammal Ecology Group at the University of Auckland, the Natural Sciences Team at Auckland War Memorial
Mueseum and experts to the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongawera, as well as DOC’s own experts like
Mike Ogle and Hannah Hendriks. We featured Maori whalerider Ramari Stewart in a story on Humpback whales
in Fiordland in our recent production DYNAMIC PLANET, and we plan to feature other kaitiaki from local iwi to
explain the Matauranga Maori about whales and the role of whales in Maori culture.

Raising public awareness of the whales living around the New Zealand coast, whale strandings and how
communities can respond to strandings to maximise the whales’ prospects of survival is important conservation
advocacy. New Zealand is the whale stranding capital of the world but strandings often take place in remote
locations and there is relatively little public awareness of the issue. We will be partnering with Project Jonah
and they see the value of the series in raising the profile of whale strandings and the role played by volunteers
from their organisation. There is also an opportunity to raise the profile of DOC’s operational staff and the key
role they play in protecting whales and dolphins and responding to stranding events.

NHNZ Worldwide is uniquely placed to tell this story in a way that emphasises the educational value for the
public and advocates the protection of whales and dolphins. The company started as the natural history unit of
Television New Zealand and has over 40 years’ experience in producing natural history and factual
documentaries filmed in New Zealand and overseas. We have a longstanding relationship with DOC
documented in MOUs dating back to 2009 and have worked with DOC on recent documentaries filmed in New
Zealand coastal waters and on public conservation land such as Our Big Blue Backyard 3 and Dynamic

Planet. We have a unique premium archive library of footage on New Zealand natural history which we make
available to DOC free of charge for use in DOC's social media and other publicity operations. So, the raw
footage from the series that we provide DOC will be used for educational purposes.

Our internal culture is strongly aligned with DOC’s purpose of ensuring thriving ecosystems and species across

Aotearoa New Zealand. We want our programmes to connect people with nature and our cultural heritage and
encourage New Zealanders to care for and take action to preserve our special places and species.
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