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(c) The Application further states that noise and traffic effects will in any event be less than 
what might be reasonably be anticipated by the existing marina and coast guard 
operations, public boat ramp users and the rugby club and sports activities.3 This misses 
the point that these additional effects are cumulative to those existing noise and traffic 
producers, and the cumulative effect on top of what is already occurring is of concern 
to our client.  

 
(d) Linked to the above, is our client’s concerns regarding the extent to which the site can 

accommodate all aspects of the activity without causing adverse effects. There is 
already limited parking space at the end of Dundas Street which causes congestion 
during the summer months, and the clubhouse will both reduce the area available for 
parking and bring with it increased traffic to the area. To illustrate this congestion we 
attach (at appendix one) recent photos our client has taken of the reserve and the 
parking capacity issues that are currently being faced. This will force cars, boat trailers 
and other large vehicles to park outside our client’s property (including on the grass 
verge between the road and our client’s fence as demonstrated in the images at 
appendix one) and is likely to create significant traffic congestion. The effect on 

associated with these traffic increases (cumulative to the effects already 
occurring as a result of the marina) and his ability to safely enter and exit his property 
will be significant. Again, there is no expert report in relation to traffic effects to refer 
to. 

 
(e) The Application states that the Clubhouse will be used for private and community 

functions.4 This will bring with it a significant amount of people visiting the area, and as 
discussed bring with it adverse noise, traffic and parking effects. There is a further 
concern around anti-social behaviour that may be associated with functions, which is an 
unfortunate but inevitable consequence. While the Application states that the Club 
does not have a restaurant or bar or a liquor license5 this does not mean that such a 
license cannot be obtained for specific functions, or for general use in the future. The 
Clubhouse will be in an area that is not busy, well-lit or populated during the night, 
meaning there will be limited passive surveillance of activities occurring there. These 
effects cannot be discounted and are of significant concern to our client.  

 
5. There are also questions regarding the appropriateness of the Application site for the activity. 

The Application implies that boating activities will occur in the harbour adjacent to the proposed 
site as the plans provide for the installation of an adjacent dinghy ramp (that is separate from 
the public boat ramp already located at the reserve). Thames Coromandel District Council staff 
have acknowledged that this area would be hazardous for learner sailors as there are several 
large submerged boulders and a sandbar in front of the marina wall near the boat ramp. We 
attach those emails for your reference. There have also been concerns raised within Council 
regarding the suitability of the harbour for sailing given the strong currents in this area.   

 
6. The Application also dismisses the positive effects of the site itself. The site is an open space and 

our client often observes local families and visitors using the area for picnics. While the 
Application states that it is only taking up a footprint of 10%, in reality the large building’s 
presence along with the parking associated and boats, etc stored outside will deter people from 
using it in this way. The building is also proposed to be located in the centre of what is a long and 
narrow reserve. Given the characteristics of the reserve and the proposed location of the 
building, the public would be deterred from utilising the remainder of the space.  

 

 
3 As above, pg 15 
4 As above, pg 3 
5 As above, pg 3 
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7. The Application also refers to abandoned vehicles and derelict boats and dinghies being a 
reoccurring problem at the site.6 Our client disagrees with this statement as in his seven years 
residing at 2 Dundas Street, he rarely observes any vehicles, boats or dinghies being abandoned 
on the reserve land.   

 
8. Our client is concerned that the application attempts to downplay the adverse effects that he 

and his property will experience as a result of the granting of the lease and the relocation of the 
clubhouse. The Club has made assumptions to lead to the conclusion that there is low potential 
for impact on our client and his property, and have not provided evidence to support these 
assumptions. The effect on our client and our client’s property should not be discounted in the 
way that they are by the Application. 

 
9. Section 17W of the Conservation Act 1987 states that a concession will not be granted where an 

application for a concession is not consistent with a conservation management plan. Our client’s 
view is that this provision prevents a concession from being granted in this situation, as the 
relocation is inconsistent with the Coromandel Peninsula Land Conservation Management Plan. 
The Coromandel Peninsula Conservation Land Management Plan provides that the role of  
concessions is to ensure activities on reserves do not have significant adverse effects on the 
environment or lessen the value of visitor enjoyment of public land.7 It also provides that DOC 
will take a precautionary approach when determining whether to grant a concession. The 
application is inconsistent with this plan as the relocation would lessen the value of the 
enjoyment of visitors given that the most desirable area of the reserve would be inaccessible due 
to the location of the clubhouse, and there are adverse effects on our client associated with the 
relocation.  

 
10. Overall, our client’s view is that the adverse effects associated with the Application are such that 

a concession should not be granted. Our client does not wish to propose any amendments or 
conditions to the Application as he does not consider the lease should be granted in any event.  
 

11. Our client wishes to be heard in respect of his objection at a hearing.  
 

12. We trust that the Minister will consider that the Application should be declined. 
 
Ngā mihi 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6 As above, pg 20 
7 Section 3.9 Coromandel Peninsula Land Conservation Management Plan, February 2002 
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