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Why so many lately?

NORMAL 
VARIATION?

FINDING 
MORE?

Increased 
messaging 
around reporting 
beachcast 
dolphins?

Note that 
- 15 in 2018 
- 17 in 2012 
so this is not 
without precedent

MORE 
AROUND?

Change in 
distribution/ 
habitat use or 
increased 
numbers of 
dolphins?

MORE ARE 
DYING?

Infectious 
disease 
outbreak?

- 13 for necropsy Oct 2021 to Sept 2022
- 10 so far in 2022



What can we 
investigate 
using necropsy 
cases?

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSE 
OF  DEATH
Plus look for common themes

DISEASE 
SURVEILLANCE
Testing for known pathogens + 
archiving tissues for future 
testing

UNDERLYING 
CONDITIONS
Particularly factors that could 
increase likelihood of death



Cause of 
death
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Disease?
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Common 
themes?
Key quest ions:
Is there an emerging infectious 
disease outbreak?
Is there something predisposing 
dolphins to disease (e.g. 
immunosuppression)?



Morbillivirus
11  tes ted  so  fa r  – a l l  
nega t i ve

Toxoplasma
No fa ta l  cases
2 /12  l a ten t  cases

Brucella
1  w i th  l e s ions  
cons i s ten t  w i th  
b ruce l l o s i s  - t es ted  
nega t i ve



Toxoplasma projects
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Que s t ions ?
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