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Foreword

The following report details the content of submissions received by Southland
Conservancy as part of the recreation opportunity review public consultation period
and reports on other feedback received through public meetings and discussion
with stakeholders during this period.

Proposals were analysed on their individual merit. All submissions on the same
proposal were then considered to determine the overall strength of submissions.
Possible decisions were then considered, and compared with the stated strategic
objectives for the location, such as those contained in the Conservation Management
Strategy.

Taking account of the submissions and other information received, decisions have
been made by Southland Conservancy. These decisions align with the strategic
direction as covered by the Principles to Guide a Core Facility Network and the key
Policy and Strategic directions referred to within these, or where there has been
identified a preference through submissions to vary from this direction, these cases
have been noted.

Kevin O’Connor

Conservator
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Executive summary

e Submissions were received from 43 submitters covering all 73 assets contained
within the Southland Discussion Document and on a further 58 general matters

¢ Recommendations have been made based on analysis contained within this
report resulting in changes to 40 specific asset proposals. These include
recommendations to change ‘maintain by community’ and ‘minimal maintenance’
proposals for three huts to ‘maintain’, i.e. Islands, Whare Creek and Redcliff,
and a further five huts with ‘minimal maintenance’ proposals to ‘move to
another location’ i.e. Aparima Forks, Lincoln, Ashton, Cheviot Downs and Lower
Princhestor. Final decisions about locations for those huts will not be made
until after discussion with the public. These changes will improve the quality of
recreation opportunities within Southland

* Southland’s decisions must be considered alongside the outcomes of the yet to be
concluded Fiordland National Park Management Plan review—because Fiordland
contains a significant proportion of visitor facilities managed by Southland
Conservancy

e Further work is proposed to improve legal and physical public access to the
Takitimu Mountains for backcountry recreationists

AN OUTLOOK FOR VISITOR FACILITIES IN SOUTHLAND
CONSERVANCY

Southland is New Zealand’s southern-most conservancy. The Conservancy is
distinctive on a national scale because of the extent of its remote and wilderness
recreation opportunities. Its boundary contains Fiordland National Park, Rakiura
National Park covering about 85% of Stewart Island, the Takitimu Mountains, which
flank the Waimea and Southland Plains, the Eyre and Blue Mountain ranges, the
lowland forests of Western Southland, which include Waitutu and Rowallan, and
the Southern Catlins Coast. These areas contain some of the most diverse protected
areas in New Zealand in terms of landform, climate and species. Spanning a large
range of physical environments and landforms from Pyke Forest in the north, to
Campbell Island in the Southern Ocean, its varied landscapes provide a magnificent
range of opportunities for recreationists—from bustling Milford Sound to remotest
Rakiura. The department provides a network of recreation facilities in Southland,
including two visitor centres, 120 huts, 43 amenity areas including 18 conservation
campsites, 229 tracks totalling 1,244 kilometres and 2,940 structures. Excluding
Fiordland, the network contains 113 tracks totalling 597km in 40 parks and reserves.
There are also 66 huts located within 14 parks and reserves. Most of these are
in Rakiura National Park (22), Eyre Mountains Conservation Area (15) and the
Takitimu Mountains Conservation Area (12). There are 23 amenity areas, mostly car
parks, including three standard campsites, 18 roads totalling 31.6 kilometres and
1496 structures in total. However, Southland’s network of recreational facilities is
not without weakness. Significant landscapes in Southland lack supporting visitor
facilities, such as wetlands and interpreted grasslands/shrublands, whereas in other
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landscapes there is a disproportionately large number of visitor facilities which
results in the need to rationalise redundant facilities. Examples include duplicated
backcountry tramping tracks in neighbouring catchments that receive very little
recreational usage. It was recognised also that the number of opportunities for
people with disabilities needed to be increased. This review has addressed these
gaps and surpluses in order to provide a better range of visitor facilities in Southland.
A number of other factors underpinned Southland’s decisions including strategic
directions identified in Southland’s various planning documents (primarily the
Conservation Management Strategies for mainland Southland, the Subantarctic
Islands and Rakiura/Stewart Island), national directions for the Towards a Better
Network of Facilities review and views put forward through public submissions.
The High Country Tenure Review process was another factor that influenced
Southland’s decisions. Recognised gaps, such as opportunities for mountain biking,
and ski-touring, will be satisfied on land that the department anticipates will become
accessible to the public through tenure review.

New proposals identified in the discussion document included a new interpreted
viewpoint at Waituna Wetland, and the construction of short walks and roadside
facilities at Wilderness Scientific Reserve and at the Burwood Red Tussock Reserve.
These new proposals were targeted at filling known gaps within Southland’s network
of facilities. Similarly, proposed track upgrades at Dolamore and Dean Forest were
supported. Submissions received on Southland’s new proposals identified in the
Discussion Document were generally supportive.

The largest number of submissions was received for backcountry huts. The main
focus was on huts in the Takitimu and Eyre Mountains. The weight of these
submissions has resulted in changes for a total of seven huts (please refer to
Appendix 1 for a summary of hut and track decisions and Appendix 2 for maps
displaying the same information). Five huts that had minimal maintenance proposals
now have ‘move to another location’ decisions and a further three huts (Whare
Creek and Redcliff in the Takitimu Mountains, and Islands in the Eyre Mountains)
will be maintained. Submitters favoured improved access and increased publicity of
backcountry facilities in the Eyre and Takitimu Mountains - which has resulted in
the decision to improve visitor information about, and public access to, recreation
opportunities within the Takitimu Mountains.

Submitters were supportive of community maintenance proposals for 15 hunter
huts on Stewart Island and a number of tracks in the mainland at Waipohatu and
Croyden, which have followed through with ‘seeking community maintenance’
decisions. Appendix 3 displays details on facilities that the department is inviting
community groups to maintain, and Appendix 4 details existing facilities that are
covered by existing agreements the community groups.

Southland’s decisions will result in the retention and maintenance of a larger number
of facilities than was initially proposed. There will be a moderate rationalisation of
low-use non-core backcountry huts, an increased number of maintained huts (in
comparison to initial proposals) and new developments at Waituna, Wilderness
Scientific Reserve and Burwood. Access to the Takitimu Mountains will be improved,
along with visitor information, and it is proposed that the location of huts within
that area will be revised in order to provide a network of facilities that better
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supports the needs of backcountry recreationists. Improvements will be made to
provide better recreation opportunities for people with disabilities at Tuatapere
Domain, Forks Flat and Dean Forest. A larger community involvement in managing
non-core visitor facilities is welcomed through this process.

A REGIONAL OUTLOOK FOR SOUTHLAND

Te Anau Area

The majority of visitor facilities managed by Te Anau Area Office are located in
Fiordland National Park. Those facilities are being reviewed through the Fiordland
National Park Management Plan review. However, there are facilities located within
the Eyre and Takitimu Mountains that are jointly managed with Murihiku Area,
while facilities located within the Te Anau Basin, Snowdon Forest and Mavora Lakes
that are managed wholly by Te Anau.

Decisions will result in a network of maintained tracks in Te Anau that range from
day walks in the Te Anau Basin (Lake Mistletoe, and Te Anau Lakefront), to overnight
tramping tracks at Snowden, Takitimu Mountains, Pyke Forest and Mavora. Four
tramping tracks will be maintained at a lower ‘route’ standard (Boyd Creek, and tracks
in the Upukerora, Kiwi Burn and Whitestone catchments) providing opportunities
for those seeking a more remote backcountry experiences. Maintenance will cease
for Boyd Creek Waterfall Walk in Snowden Forest. Opportunities for camping at
Mavora Lakes will be improved through a planned upgrade that will provide better
signage, water supply and barrier free' toilet facilities, while retaining Mavora’s
innate values.

Access to these opportunities will be supported through provision of roads,
carparks and roadedge facilities. The sealed road at Te Anau Control Gates will be
maintained, as will gravel two wheel drive roads at Mavora, Wilderness Viewpoint,
Rainbow Reach, and Queens Reach. Roadside amenity areas will be maintained at
Mavora and Te Anau Wildlife Centre, and an upgrade is planned for Rainbow Reach.
A community maintenance agreement is sought for Red Stag Lodge access road
(from NZDA - Southland Branch) and Balloon Loop Road (from Fish and Game NZ
- Southland). Five carparks will be maintained (Lake Mistletoe, Te Anau Wildlife
Centre) or upgraded (Rainbow Reach and the carpark and viewpoint at Control
Gates - all accessing Kepler Track) and another two will be developed (Wilderness
Scientific Reserve and Burwood Red Tussock Reserve).

Murihiku Area (Invercargill)

As with Te Anau Area, some of the visitor facilities within Murihiku Area are located
within Fiordland National Park and are being reviewed through the Fiordland
National Park Management Plan review. However, the majority of their assets are
located in the various parks and reserves across the remaining diverse mainland
Southland landscapes.

1. ‘Barrier free’ is a term used to describe facilities that are accessible for people with disabilities.
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Recreation opportunities within Murihiku Area can be broadly characterised by
both backcountry/remote facility networks in the Takitimu and Eyre mountains and
day-use facilities located closer to the major population centres of Invercargill and
Gore, such as Bluff and Forest Hill.

A large range of walking opportunities will continue to be provided in Murihiku
Area. These include walking tracks at Dean Forest (Big Totara), Croyden (Dolamore
and Whisky Creek/Poppelwells tracks), Elders Track (Tuatapere), Forest Hill,
Forks Flat (Hokonui), Foveaux Walkway and Glory Track (Bluff), Monkey Island,
Pourakino picnic area loop, Seaward Downs, Waipohatu picnic area loop, and
Whisky Track (Blue Mountains). Community maintenance is sought for Kingswood
Bush track. Maintenance will cease on the Waiau River track. Barrier frees walks will
be developed at Waituna Lagoon, while short walks at Tuatapere Domain and Curio
Bay will be upgraded to a similar standard.

Day tramping opportunities will be provided at the Blue Mountains (Black and

Whisky gullies), Foveaux Walkway (to Ocean Beach), Piano Flat (Waikaia loop and

Waikaia River tracks) and at Clifden Caves (an underground route). Community

maintenance agreements will be sought as follows:

¢ with the Hokonui Tramping Club for Grants Knob, Waimumu Falls, Hidden
Valley, Middle Ridge and Richardson’s tracks

e with the South Catlins Promotions group for the Waipohatu Waterfall track

¢ with the Hokonui Mountain Bike Club for the Hokonui Mountain Biking track

e and with the Southland Tramping Club for Islands Hut route (Eyre Mountains);
please refer to Appendix 3 for a complete listing of facilities for which the
department is seeks community maintenance agreements

Maintenance will cease on tramping tracks at Diggers Ridge (Dean Forest), Cattlespur
track (Blue Mountains) and Mt Bee (north of Mt Bee huts).

Remote tramping opportunities will be provided by the department on tracks
and routes in the Eyre Mountains (Acton, Cromel and Irthing catchments) and in
the Takitimu Mountains (Aparima, Princhester, Waterloo, Wairaki, and Spence
catchments) supported by a network of backcountry huts (seven in the Takitimu,
eight in the Eyre Mountains). A further four historic huts will be maintained in
the Longwoods linked with a tramping track (Martins/Turnballs), and in the Eyre
Mountains (Beech Hut and Dog Box). A route will be maintained at Waikaia (Titan
Rocks).

Two huts will be removed subject to assessment by historic resources staff. These
are Old Islands Hut in the Eyre Mountains (a dilapidated hut located next to the
main Islands Hut) and Coal Creek Biv (a former Animal Control hut in the Takitimu
Mountains).

Visitor access to the range of opportunities in Murihiku is facilitated by road side
amenity areas, campgrounds, carparks and roads. Camping opportunities will
continue to be provided for at Piano Flat where the intention is to continue a gradual
upgrade of facilities. Of the three carparks managed by Murihiku Area, one will be
upgraded (Dean Forest), one will be maintained (Waipapa Point) and the remaining
carpark/amenity area will be developed at Waituna Lagoon. Seven roadside amenity
areas will be maintained (Waipohatu, Irthing picnic area, Forest Hill Tussock Creek
and Crossing roadend, Pourakino, Seaward Downs and Piano Flat). Eight gravel two
wheel drive roads will be maintained (Waipohatu, two at Forest Hill, Dean Forest/
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Big Totara, Pourakino, Ottways Clearing, Seaward Downs and Waipapa Point). A
four wheel drive road will be maintained accessing Shepherd Creek Hut and the
natural surface two wheel drive road to Irthing picnic area in the Eyre Mountains.
The department is seeking an agreement with the Southland Landrover Club to
maintain the four wheel drive track to Mt Bee Hut.

Southern Islands Area (Invercargill)

Recreation opportunities and facilities within Southern Islands Area include Stewart
Island and the New Zealand Subantarctic Islands.

Decisions on Stewart Island facilities will result in the continued provision of a
range of recreation opportunities across coastal and inland settings. There will
be continued maintenance of the majority of existing walking and tramping
opportunities, including various day walks around Oban township and Ulva Island,
and the major backcountry track networks of the Rakiura Track, the Northwest
Circuit and the Southern Circuit. Backcountry facilities provide opportunities for
tramping and hunting, although huts and camps maintained by the Rakiura Hunter
Camp Trust are of greater significance to hunters. Coastal huts and camps offer
kayakers and boaties significant opportunities to explore Rakiura’s varied coastline.

Decisions will result in minor rationalisation of duplicated tramping opportunities.
Maintenance will cease at Benson Peak route, Ocean Beach (South), and Tin Range
route. Tramping tracks at Pryse Peak, Rocky Mountain and Mt Rakeahua will be
maintained as routes, while walking tracks at Fern Gully and Millars Beach will be
maintained as tramping tracks. Sections of Rakiura Track that are currently below
Great Walk standard will be upgraded over time. Hut accommodation will be
improved where there is currently congestion at Mason Bay (improved living area)
and Port William (extension to 24 bunks and increased living area).

Other facilities such as amenity areas and campsites add to the range of facilities
managed on Stewart Island. The roadside amenity area at Rakiura National Park
Gateway at Lee Bay (at the start of the Rakiura Track) will be maintained.

Three backcountry campsites will be maintained (Port William, Maori Beach and
Sawdust Bay). The department is seeking to formalise a community management
agreement with the Rakiura Hunter Camp Trust that incorporates the remaining 24
backcountry campsites and two additional backcountry camp shelters on Stewart
Island (refer Appendix 3).

Existing facilities on Subantartic Islands will be maintained to appropriate standards,
and so enable visitor access. These include boardwalks and bridges at Auckland, and
Campbell Islands.
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Introduction

This report describes the outcome from Southland Conservancy’s publicly consulted
review of visitor facilities. This review was undertaken as part of the department’s
recreation opportunity review ‘Towards a Better Network of Visitor Facilities’.
Consultation was launched on 30 September 2003, with a press release from the
Minister of Conservation and a press release from this conservancy. Letters were
sent to local recreation groups and other key associates inviting them to attend
public meetings during October 2003 to learn about the consultation process.
Meetings were held for the public at Te Anau, Invercargill and Oban township.
Briefings were delivered to Kaitiaki Roopu (Southland Conservancy’s iwi liaison
group) and the Southland Conservation Board.

Proposal documents and resource material were produced and distributed, and
were also placed on the Department of Conservation website, to provide the basis
for making submissions.

The report is split up into two sections. The first summarises the submissions
received and provides details about the number and type of concerns held by
submitters. This is followed by section two which focuses on the decisions (see
below for a list of decisions and definitions) made by Southland Conservancy.
It contains an overview which describes the outcome of the Towards a Better
Network of Facilities process in terms of the range of opportunities that will be
provided in Southland.
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WHAT THE DECISIONS MEAN

Decisions for facilities in Southland Conservancy
have been made by DOC as an outcome of this
process of consultation. The options for future
management are grouped under 13 broad
headings.

Maintain

The facility will continue to be maintained, to
the appropriate standard, providing recreation
opportunities the same as, or similar to, those
currently available. If it is a building or a structure
it will be replaced with a similar facility at the end
of its useful life. DOC will bring the asset up to
the required standard if it is not currently to the
required standard.

Proposed (new)
A new facility will be developed in a place where
there has not previously been one.

Replace

A new facility will be built replacing an existing
facility that will soon reach the end of its useful
life.

Upgrade to bigher standard

The facility requires upgrading to a higher standard
or to a larger size to meet the needs of the main
visitor and/or mitigate against visitor impacts.

Maintain to lower standard

The facility will be maintained to a lower standard
than has previously been the case. Often this will
mean continuing to manage to a lower standard
because the original standard intended for the
facility was too high and never achieved.

Remove

Remove the facility (if a structure, sign, hut or
building). If a hut, remove by the end of 2006. If
a track, remove markers, plant out track entrances
and leave the track to revert to a natural state, or
assist this process if necessary.

Minimal Maintenance

Used for huts and other buildings. The building will
be inspected by DOC on a regular cycle. Inspectors
will travel with basic tools and equipment and
some minor maintenance (that can be done during
the regular inspections) will be undertaken. When
the building is no longer weatherproof or becomes
dangerous or insanitary, it will be removed, unless
there is a community group willing and able to
bring it up to standard and maintained to standard
(see Seeking Community Maintenance)

Cease maintenance

For tracks, markers will be left until they naturally
disappear, but the track will be left to revert to a
natural state. Roads are closed to motor vehicles.
Carparks, amenity areas and campsites are left to
revert to a natural state and any associated buildings
or signs will be removed. Signs will be placed at
track entrances stating that the track is no longer
maintained.

Close site/remove all assets

Remove all assets (structures, signs, huts, track
markers etc), plant out track entrances and leave
the site to revert to a natural state. Closed sites will
be removed from all visitor information. Where
necessary the site or part of it will be rehabilitated.

Own by DOC but maintain by community

The facility is one DOC believes should be retained.
It is one that could realistically be maintained
by a club, community group or local authority.
The facility may already be maintained by the
community. A management agreement should
be established if one is not already in place. The
funding assumption is that DOC will not cover
maintenance costs, but will fund inspections and
replacement.

Owned and maintained by the community
The Department currently has a formal agreement
in place with a club, community group or local
authority to maintain the asset. If, in the future,
that agreement falls over, the future of that asset
will be determined following consultation with the
community.

Seeking community maintenance

The asset currently has no formal agreement in
place and is not one that DOC believes it should
maintain at all. The facility should only be retained
long term if the community agrees to take it on. It
is one that realistically could be maintained by a
club, community group or local authority. DOC will
discuss ongoing maintenance and replacement of
the facility with such groups and should establish a
management agreement for that maintenance

Nomn-visitor DOC management

For facilities receiving very little or no visitor use,
the facility will be managed by the department
for other purposes, such as to accommodate pest
control staff or to access a biodiversity conservation
area. The facilities will not normally be available
for visitor use.
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Section One

Submitters and submissions

This section provides information on the number of submissions, the nature of
submissions and a description of their content.

NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS

* 43 submitters provided submissions representing comment on 75 specific
proposals (made up of 31 huts and 44 tracks) and a further 58 general proposals
were received. Submissions were received for all 73 assets contained within the
Southland Discussion Document

e Submitters were made up of 23 group submissions. A large proportion of
submissions (23) were from individuals (Table 1).

TABLE 1. NUMBER OF SUBMITTERS BY GROUP

SUBMITTER AFFILIATION NUMBER OF
SUBMITTERS
Individual 20
Tramping/climbing club 6
Hunting club/hunter 5
Residents group 4
Environmental group 3
four wheel drive club/driver 3
Quango 1
Other 1

* Submitters originated from Southland (23), Otago (8), Northern North Island (6),
Southern North Island (4), Canterbury (1), and unspecified (1)

* Nil submissions made direct reference to the Principles to Guide the Core
Facility Network (contained in the National Resource Document)

¢ Nine submissions contained comment that related to regional or national issues,
as well as (or instead of) comment on specific proposals

* Several submissions from different submitters repeated identical relief (outcome)
and justifications. In terms of analysis, greater weight was afforded to the content
of submissions and their bearing relative to the wider context of the review,
rather than the number of submissions alone.
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10

MAIN PROPOSALS COMMENTED ON BY THE PUBLIC

Table 2 (below) summarises the number of submissions received and submitters’
views (in terms of support for the Department’s proposals as identified through
the Southland Discussion Document). The facility proposals most frequently
commented on by submitters through their submissions were four huts in the
Takitimu Mountains, Islands Hut in the Eyre Mountains and the Tin Range route on
Stewart Island.

TABLE 2. SUMMARY OF THE 20 MOST FREQUENTLY SUBMITTED ON FACILITIES
AND LISTED CONCERNS

PARK/RESERVE AND TOTAL SUPPORT NEUTRAL OPPOSE
FACILITY NUMBER OF
SUBMISSIONS

Takitimu Mountains

21913 Coal Creek Biv 12 2 10
45474 Aparima Forks Hut 11 2 9
46781 Whare Creek Hut 9 1 8
47026 Upper Princhester Hut 8 1 7
47027 Redcliff Hut 8 1 7
95694 Aparima River Track 7 4 3

Eyre Mountains

45479 Islands Hut 9 2 7
45467 Upper Windley Hut 7 1 6
45476 Old Islands Hut 7 6 1
99143 Cromel Stream Boundary to 6 5 1

Cromel Base Hut Route

45291 Lincoln Hut 5 1 2 2
95871 Island Hut Route 5 3 2
Rakiura/Stewart Island

95854 Tin Range Route 8 4 4
95734 Rocky Mtn Track 7 7
49169 Mason Bay Hut 6 6

95244 Millar’s Beach to Whalers 5 5
Base

95732 Pryse Peak Track 5 5
95723 Fern Gully Track 5 1 4
27494 Port William Hut 5 4 1

Blue Mountains

95872 Cattlespur Track 6 1 5
Longwoods

95230 Pourakino Picnic Area/Loop 5 2 2 1
Track
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PROPOSALS NOTIFIED IN SOUTHLAND DISCUSSION
DOCUMENT THAT RECEIVED THE MOST SUBMISSIONS
AND SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS BY LOCATION

Table 3 (following) contains a summary of the full list of submissions received on
facility proposals notified in the Southland Discussion Document.

Several submissions from different submitters repeated identical relief and
justifications. In terms of analysis, greater weight was afforded to the content of
submissions and their bearing relative to the wider context of the review, rather
than the number of submissions alone.

All 73 proposals notified in the Southland Discussion Document received
submissions. Huts received the greatest level of attention from submitters - especially
in opposition to the Department of Conservation’s proposals (7 of the top 10 most
opposed asset proposals were in relation to huts). Few submissions challenged
hut principles other than to state that some huts do not receive high levels of use
because either access is difficult or visitor information is not readily available. Visitor
huts are publicised by the department through a variety of methods including
brochures, maps and website information. Such information is readily available
through other publications such as Moirs Guide South.

Of the 134 submissions made directly on the huts listed in the Southland Discussion
Document, 68 were ‘opposed’. The level of interest varied geographically, with the
largest number of submissions received for huts in the Takitimu Conservation Area
(52 of which 43 were opposed), followed by Stewart Island (40 of which only two
were opposed), and Eyre Forest Conservation Area (38 - 22 opposed) (Figure 1).
Submissions were generally supportive of the community maintenance proposals
for Stewart Island Hunters huts.

In comparison to huts, submissions on tracks were fewer in number (129 in total
- Figure 2) but had a similar level of opposition (61 were opposed). The largest
number of track submissions were for Stewart Island (51 - 32 opposed), Eyre
Conservation Area (12 - 7 opposed) and Snowdon Forest (8 - 4 opposed). The most
frequently submitted on tracks were: Tin Range (8 - 4 opposed), Rocky Mountain
Track (7 - 7 opposed) and Aparima River Track (7 - 3 opposed).
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Figure 1. Submissions received on the Department’s hut proposals by geographic area showing number of submissions

in total and number ‘opposed’.
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Figure 2. Total number of submissions received on the department’s track proposals by geographic area

Several submissions about tracks located on Stewart Island were critical of proposals
to maintain at route or tramping track standards. Submitters were concerned that
this would mean a further reduction in the actual level of maintenance on these
tracks. However, the department intends that with improved levels of funding,
these facilities will actually receive a higher level of maintenance than they currently
receive in order to meet facility standards. The outcome will be an appropriate level
of facilities that will be managed to quality standards. Several submitters on Stewart
Island tracks sought further facility development (such as construction of structures
on tramping tracks); their proposals conflicted with Conservation Management
Strategy directions and recreation opportunity spectrum classifications for these
sites, and with visitor service standards for these tracks.
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OTHER SUBMISSIONS ON PROPOSALS

Submissions were received on individual facilities that were either not covered

by the Southland Discussion Document or covered a large number of individual

facilities. Submitters sought the following:

The retention of more huts

More four wheel drive tracks

The provision of barrier free walking opportunities and facilities for people with
disabilities

More publicity for, and improved public access to, recreation facilities in the
Eyre and Takitimu Mountains

Creation of new tracks in Takitimu Mountains

The retention of at least one overnight tramping opportunity in Takitimu
Mountains

Maintenance of marked routes (and opening up disused routes) to define
boundary lines within Blue Mountains Recreational Hunting Area

An acknowledgement of Hokonui Tramping Club maintenance of Middle Ridge
and Richardsons tracks in the Hokonui Hills

A funding contribution towards Curio Bay development concept

Construction of viewing platforms and track as part of the Curio Bay development
concept

A new proposal for a mountain bike track at Oreti/Windley
New water race track developments in the Longwoods
The re-opening of a defunct walkway at Pourakino

That the department deals to vandalism problems at Pourakino either through
closure, vehicle barriers/gate or removal of historic locomotive

A new development of tramping tracks and day use sites at Slopedown/Vernlaw
area

The development of facilities at Waituna Wetland

Tramping track upgrades on Stewart Island (Freds Camp to Freshwater Landing,
Freshwater to Mason Bay, Freshwater to North Arm)

New track developments on Stewart Island (linking historic points of interest
around Halfmoon Bay).

The enlargement or replacement of Freshwater hut (Stewart Island) due to
congestion

Community maintenance of Stewart Island hunter huts

The inclusion of two newly constructed hunter huts on Stewart Island (South
West Arm and Chew Tobacco)
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PROPOSALS THAT DID NOT RECEIVE SUBMISSIONS

Nil.

USER GROUP MEETINGS

Public meetings provided feedback that was generally picked up through written
submissions that are set out in previous sections. Other feedback included
comments in support of removing/closing Boyd Creek Waterfall track and managing
Boyd Creek walk at a lower standard. A questions was raised generically about the
implications of the ‘maintain by community’ as relates to funding for replacement
of community maintained assets which were answered during the meeting.
Since the meeting, there has been a change to how the department approaches
the community maintenance concept. Put simply, there are now three types of
community maintenance decisions: seeking community maintenance (i.e., the
facility is a non-core asset which the department is seeking a community group
to maintain), maintain by community (i.e., there is a community group already
maintaining the facility by agreement, and the facility will not be replaced by DOC
at the end of its useful life) and owned by DOC but maintained by community
(i.e., a community group maintains the facility, but DOC retains ownership and the
facility will be replaced by DOC at the end of its useful life).

SUMMARY OF GENERAL POINTS FROM SUBMISSIONS

There are several common themes from the submissions received. These were:

e Submitters were generally not in support of reduced maintenance commitments
to non-core facilities. Submitters argue that the department should maintain
more huts and backcountry tracks in order to provide for recreational users (not
tourists) and as part of New Zealand’s heritage values. Where this rationale was
used in submissions on specific facilities, hut principles were re-examined and
reinforced. It is important to note that proposals in the Southland Discussion
Document identified that the proportion of facilities within Southland that
would be maintained by DOC was 55% of 64 huts and 85% of 598 kilometres of
track

e Seeking the creation of new facilities in the Longwoods, Curio Bay, and more
walking opportunities in the Takitimu Mountains

* Seeking greater publicity about visitor facilities and opportunities in the Eyre and
Takitimu Mountains in order to increase visitor usage

Southland Conservancy recreation opprtunities review



Section Two

Making decisions

It is recommended that proposals are generally retained as decisions (38 cases)

except for the following 38 cases where the decision is recommended to be different
(Table 4).

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

The key points from Table 4 are:

Changes have been made for two huts in the Takitimu Mountains (Whare
Creek and Redcliff) from the original ‘minimal maintenance’ proposals to
‘maintain’ decisions. Points raised through submissions on these facilities are
acknowledged specifically because these facilities are important in terms of
providing recreational access to the Western Takitimu Mountains. Significant
change is proposed overall in relation to public access for the Takitimu Range. In
summary, the department will investigate means of improving legal and physical
access (e.g., installation and future maintenance of signs, track markers and by
maintaining tracks).

The decisions for five huts in the Eyre and Takitimu Mountains where the
original proposal were ‘minimal maintenance’ or ‘owned by DOC - maintain
by community’ are now ‘move to another location’. It is envisaged that by
relocating these huts to more strategic locations, they will both improve the
range of recreation opportunities and provide more attractive opportunities
for backcountry recreationists. Demands expected for shelters and huts on
land to come under DOC management from Tenure Review is a key issue
confronting Southland and it is expected that at least two of these huts would be
relocated for that purpose. The remaining three huts will be relocated within the
Takitimu range in locations better meet the needs of backcountry users and in
keeping with the department’s hut principles. The hut relocation process will be
supported by a public process to enable public input

Islands Hut (located in the Eyre Mountains) will be maintained in recognition of
the important local opportunity that it provides

Track upgrade proposals for Forks Flat and Dean Forest will be changed to
‘maintain’ decisions - because the track upgrades at these sites are now complete.
Titan Rocks Route (Waikaia) and Rocky Mountain Track (Stewart Island) will be
maintained as routes

Options for proposed track upgrade for Ocean Beach (South) track on Stewart
Island have been explored since the Southland Discussion Document was
released in 2003. Plans to upgrade this track were unsuccessful. Instead efforts
will be put into upgrading the Ocean Beach (North) track in order to provide a
high standard opportunity nearby
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Submissions seeking new track developments at the Longwoods have been noted
and are linked to the Te Araroa proposal, but have not been discussed in the
material above. The overall extent of the community’s track and facility development
aspirations have not been formalised—and could range from a small day visitor
interpreted walking track through to a multi-day ‘easy’ tramping track development
(in excess of 60 kilometres). The proposal will be considered once a formal proposal
has been received.

Overview of decisions in terms
of a range of recreation
opportunities

The decisions identified above will result in an improved mix of opportunities in
Southland (refer Appendix 1). Decisions favour backcountry users through the
increased number of huts that will be maintained by the Department of Conservation.
Proposals to reduce maintenance commitments to non-core backcountry huts
remains, although decisions made will make better use of five backcountry huts
through relocation. Final decisions about locations for those huts will not be made
until after discussion with the public. A further three huts will be maintained—two
huts in the Takitimu Mountains and one in the Eyre Mountains. Strategically, this
would result in the provision of an improved network of backcountry huts that are
better located to meet the needs of backcountry users. Access improvements to
the Takitimu range are recommended along with a greater number of maintained
huts, further strengthening opportunities for backcountry users while retaining its
traditional backcountry qualities.

The overall mix of facility provision would be a growth in barrier free interpreted
high standard day use facilities (e.g., at Waituna Wetland, Red Tussock Reserve,
Wilderness Scientific Reserve) as proposed in the Southland Discussion Document
and supported through the submissions process.

Additional facilities and opportunities expected to arrive through the High Country
Tenure Review process were significant considerations for Southland in arriving
at specific facility proposals. These additions will strengthen backcountry walk
in, drive in, four wheel drive and remote opportunities and provide a significant
growth in opportunities for mountain biking, ski-touring, high country tramping and
historic appreciation.

Southland Conservancy recreation opprtunities review



Appendix 1

SUMMARY OF HUT AND TRACK DECISIONS FOR
SOUTHLAND CONSERVANCY

HUTS
AREA OFFICE

DECISIONS MURIHIKU SOUTHERN TE CONSERVANCY

ISLANDS ANAU TOTAL
Maintain/Replace/Upgrade 17 13 8 38
/Maintain to lower standard
Move to another location 1 - 4 5
Seeking Community - 15 - 15
Maintenance
Owned by DOC but - - 1 1
maintained by Community
Minimal maintenance 2 - 3 5
Remove 2 - - 2
Proposed (new) - - - 0
TOTAL 22 28 16 66!

1. The number of huts has increased since the Southland Discussion Document was released in
September 2003 due to the addition of two hunter huts on Stewart Island (Southern Islands
Area) both of which have ‘Seeking Community Maintenance’ decisions - Chew Tobacco and
South West Arm.

TRACKS & WALKWAYS

DECISIONS NUMBER LENGTH (km)
Maintain/Replace/Upgrade/Maintain to lower standard 94 502.2
Seeking Community Maintenance 10 29.4

Owned by DOC but maintained by Community - -

Cease maintenance 9 64.7
Remove - -
Proposed (new) 4 1.0
TOTAL 117" 597.3

1. The number of tracks has increased since the Southland Discussion Document was released in
September 2003 due to additions: Middle Ridge Track, Richardsons Track and proposed tracks

at Waituna Lagoon and Curio Bay (as part of the Curio Bay redevelopment concept)

Submissions analysis and decisions
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Appendix 2

MAPS DISPLAYING HUT AND TRACK DECISIONS FOR
SOUTHLAND CONSERVANCY

Stewart Island/Rakiura - Hut Facilities N
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== Camss Usrdesmiis
— kit

Southland Conservancy recreation opprtunities review



45

A e e Wi
::m

Submissions analysis and decisions



£\, sty 00 bt snmonsty Comrmmty |
2 Femoe (and not replece)
= = Caass Mansnancs

“
=it Mgkt by Communtty

‘ Egirey Camriutity Misisiass
T Fropesea
) Mo b Ancther Location

W Maintan
$ i

.._.na_....m,.vﬁ.: _ f__ 3
Hﬂ. ST Ak, ,ﬁw \

: -G 5 ﬁ# ..ﬂ... ; ’ -
‘n.@.ﬁm - f-ﬂﬁ%..ﬁm?ff I, <
,, SR N I

-

>
=
w
g
k=
E
<
=y
©
=
2
=
g
g
g
Z
17
12}
&
3
©
E
<
E
5
w

. W

k| ]
! 1

..
& s
_I..ﬁﬂ.




Other Southland Sites

N

LR (T 3 T S

Foo ke ETESE) B

Py Flat

Pt

Varrites®s By Dis Mot

Cronvidon Bush Aret

Vi

Flar Faf amendy

‘f Hue Mountains

* leksirFzan

* lebwrmr il B nc e

‘. Semhing Corrrounty Wi e i " _‘ll/
"i!',‘,‘" Progesed Sy ar? Eirarad i-p-h.'.t--

f;:' Tkt 1 A L OO0 * -

s By Da0T [ PASIRLE e ey Cooivareidt By

x|

Mo |mid HoL ieolate|

Capa blgnbprargs
— T -

s Llmrmn l;ll. CrHTITLESy

L
WS | gy Aty i | - -
e e R e

Submissions analysis and decisions 47



Appendix 3

FACILITIES FOR WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SEEKS
COMMUNITY MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS

HUTS AND SHELTERS

PARK/RESERVE

FACILITY

TYPE

DETAILS

Southern Islands Area

Freshwater & Ruggedy Flat
Conservation Area

Glory Cove Scenic Reserve

Legal Road

Port Adventure Conservation
Land

Pryse Peak Scenic Reserve

Rakiura National Park

Stewart Island Forest
Conservation Area

Homestead Hunters Hut

Little Glory Hunters Hut

Chew Tobacco Hunters
Hut

Kellys Hunters Hut

North Tikotatahi
Hunters Hut

Port Adventure Hunters
Hut

Hapuatuna Hunters Hut

Christmas Village
Hunters Hut

Martins Creek Hunters
Hut

Cavalier Hunters Hut

Southwest Arm Hunters
Hut

North Pegasus Hunter’s
Hut

South Pegasus Hunters
Hut

North Big Glory
Hunter’s Hut

Abrahams Bay Hunters
Hut

The Bosom

Lucky Hunters Platform
& Shelter

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Basic Hut/bivvy

Back Country

Camping Shelter

Back Country
Camping Shelter

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust.

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura Hunters Trust
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AMENITY AREAS/CAMPSITES

PARK/RESERVE

FACILITY

TYPE

DETAILS

Southern Islands Area

Freshwater & Ruggedy Flat

Conservation Area

Glory Cove Scenic Reserve

Port Adventure Conservation Land

Port Adventure Conservation Land

Port Adventure Scenic Reserve

Pryse Peak Scenic Reserve

Rakiura National Park

Stewart Island Forest Conservation
Area

Mason Homestead
Hunters Camp

Little Glory Hunters
Camp

Kelly’s hunters camp

Tikotatahi hunters camp

Port Adventure Hunters
Camp

Hapuatuna campsite

Christmas Village
Hunters Camp

Martins Creek Hunters
Camp

Cavalier Hunters Camp

SW Arm hunters camp

Campsite - North
Pegasus

Sth Pegasus Hunters
Camp

North Big Glory Hunters
Camp

Rollers Hunters Camp

‘Waituna Hunters Camp

Abrahams Bay hunters
camp

Abrahams Bosom hunters
camp

Murray River Hunters
Camp

Lucky Hunters Camp

Smoky Hunters Camp

West Ruggedy Hunters
Camp

Little Hellfire Hunters
Camp

Submissions analysis and decisions

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)
Backcountry Campsite

(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Backcountry Campsite
(maintained area)

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust

Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Hunters Trust
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PARK/RESERVE FACILITY TYPE DETAILS
South Big Glory Hunters Backcountry Campsite Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Camp (maintained area) Hunters Trust
Mid Big Glory Hunters Backcountry Campsite Formalise agreement with Rakiura
Camp (maintained area) Hunters Trust
TRACKS
PARK/RESERVE FACILITY TYPE DETAILS
Murihiku Area
Catlins Conservation Park ‘Waipohatu Waterfall Tramping Track Formalise agreement with South
track Catlins Promotions group
Croyden Reserve Middle Ridge track Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Hokonui
Tramping Club
Richardson’s track Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Hokonui
Tramping Club
‘Waimumu Falls track Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Hokonui
Tramping Club
Grants Knob track Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Hokonui
Tramping Club
Hidden Valley track Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Hokonui
Tramping Club
Eyre Forest Conservation Area Island Hut route Route Seek agreement with Southland
Tramping Club
Hokonui Forest Conservation Area Hokonui Mountain Bike Tramping Track Formalise agreement with Gore
track Mountain Bike Club
Kingswood Bush Scenic Reserve Kingswood Bush track Walking Track Seek agreement with a local
community group
ROADS
PARK/RESERVE FACILITY TYPE DETAILS
Murihiku Area
Eyre Forest Conservation Area Mt Bee four wheel drive 4WD Road Seek agreement with Southland

Te Anau Area

Mavora Conservation Park

Waiau River, Rainbow Reach

south track

Red Stag Lodge access
road

Balloon Loop road

Gravel Road 2WD)

Gravel Road WD)

Landrover Club to maintain as a road
access as far as Mt Bee Hut only

Formalise agreement with NZ
Deerstalkers Association - Southland
Branch

Look to transfer road maintenance
and management to NZ Fish and
Game - Southland
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Appendix 4

FACILITIES FOR WHICH THE DEPARTMENT HAS
COMMUNITY MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS

PARK/RESERVE FACILITY TYPE DECISION DETAILS

Te Anau Area

Snowdon Forest Army hut Basic Hut/bivvy Owned by DOC Revise agreement with Te Anau Rod and Gun club. It is
but Maintained proposed that the hut is not replaced at the end of its
by Community useful life

Submissions analysis and decisions
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