
DOC risk thresholds for natural hazard risk management

LOWER RISK 
TOLERANCE 
VISITOR SITE

MEDIUM RISK 
TOLERANCE 
VISITOR SITE

HIGHER RISK 
TOLERANCE 
VISITOR SITE

Bus or car with safe 
 driving to the site

Swim or bike

Remote tramp, rafting,  
caving, climbing, higher 

risk car driving to the site
High altitude climbing

No risk reduction required (beyond standard measures) 
but monitor for changes

No risk reduction required (beyond standard measures) 
but monitor for changes

No risk reduction required (beyond standard measures) 
but monitor for changes

Reduce to as low as 
reasonably practicable

Reduce to as low as reasonably practicable

Reduce to as low as  
reasonably practicable

Continue only after 
high level review

Close the site  
(using a formal closure process)  

Close the site  
(using a formal closure process) 

Close 
the site 

(using a formal  
closure process)  

Continue 
only after 
high level 

review

Continue only after 
high level review

1.00E-041.00E-051.00E-061.00E-071.00E-081.00E-091.00E-10

LOWER PRIORITY

LOWER PRIORITY

Level of risk reduction response required

Fatality risk for an individual doing one trip/day at a DOC visitor site

1:33,0001:330,001:3,300,00

1:10,000,000 1:1,000,000 1:100,000 1:10,000

Low Moderate Substantial High Extreme

Bowls, golf, tennis, a stroll in a town park




