
Appendix 4 - ANGLERS NOTICE REVIEW 2023 

Purpose 

To review the 2023/24 Anglers Notice and identify any changes to the current regulations that might 

be warranted in the 2024/25 season.  

Background 

The Taupo Fishery Anglers Notice came into effect in 2016 to provide a more efficient way of updating 

the fishing regulations. The Angler Notice simplified a complex set of regulations and allows for annual 

changes to be made, if required, to actively manage the wild trout fishery. Some minor amendments 

were made for the 2022/23 season to reflect changes required for the Lake Otamangakau trout 

fishery. However, techniques and fishing equipment continues to evolve, and the Angler Notice is 

overdue for a more detailed review for the 2024/25 season. 

This paper summarises suggested amendments (A-I) plus some opportunities (1-5) to help increase 

fishing participation. These options were discussed in detail during the 2022/23 season at previous 

Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee meetings (TFAC). Consultation with the Tuwharetoa Māori Trust 

Board (TMTB) also occurred during the 2022/23 season before the review was parked.  The majority 

of these suggested amendments have been raised by anglers in person or by email correspondence 

during the last couple of years. Options preferred by the TFAC after previous discussion, are 

highlighted in bold.  

Suggested amendments for discussion: 

A. (2) Define anchor. “Anchor means any anchor, weight or other device placed in or on the 

bed of a waterway for the purpose of securing a boat”.  

During recent years, some anglers have queried the definition of an anchor. This has largely evolved 

through the popularity of electric outboards with GPS and “anchor lock” or “spot lock” capabilities as 

well as anchor spikes. Should “anchor lock” via electric outboards be permitted at the mouths of the 

Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo rivers where boats must be anchored to fish there? Does this provide 

these anglers with an advantage over those anchored using more traditional means and is it a safe 

way to anchor? The use of two traditional anchors at the river mouths helps to prevent boats from 

swinging sideways in the current and coming into contact with other vessels anchored in close 

proximity. It is not known whether “anchor lock” would provide the same stability in a flowing river 

mouth environment when compared with traditional anchors.  

Option 1: Define anchor and prohibit use of “anchor lock” by electronic means.  

Option 2: Define anchor and permit the use of “anchor lock” at defined river mouths.  

B. Allow other tackle to be added to your fly-fishing leader.  

During recent years, several upstream nymphing anglers have started using small swivels to add 

weight to their leader in place of attaching split shot. The benefit of using a small swivel instead of 

split shot is that the swivel doesn’t fall off or slide up and down the leader like split shot can. It also 

helps to eliminate line twist and is non-toxic. It also provides another point to tie off a dropper. Under 

the current regulations, adding a swivel or even a micro tippet ring to your leader is not permitted 

under section 3. Authorised tackle (4)(b&c). Clause 3. (4) allows weight to be added in the “form of 

split shot made from lead, bismuth or tungsten”. A number of anglers use non-toxic putty instead of 



lead and should be encouraged to use those products from an environmental standpoint. However, 

as currently worded, putty is prohibited. 

Option 1: Allow swivels (tippet rings and putty) to be attached to a leader in fly fishing only waters.  

Option 2: Continue with the status quo and prohibit the use of swivels, tippet rings and putty. 

C. Define Fly rod. 

Rangers have been asked to define exactly what a fly rod is and a clear definition in the Anglers Notice 

would be useful. This would follow the definition of ‘fly fishing’.  

Add the definition of fly rod to clause 1. Provide a one-line definition that states “a light, extremely 

flexible fishing rod specially designed for use in fly-fishing to cast an artificial fly”.  

D. Further define Strike Indicator.  

Add in coloured nylon sighter material for anglers specifically euro nymphing, given its popularity 

during recent years.  

E. Indicator types.  

Consider the use of other indicators within the Taupo Fishery instead of yarn only indicators.  

Rangers still encounter anglers using indicators while nymphing that are not “yarn only”. These 

indicators are often made with foam and float much better than yarn only indicators. Some anglers 

have also been encountered using thingamabobber style floats which are again illegal and may provide 

an advantage over traditional yarn only indicators.  These alternative indicators are sold locally in the 

tackle shops, and they can be used in the local lakes where spin fishing is permitted however they 

cannot currently be used in fly only waters. Back in 2004 when the Taupo Fishery Regulations were 

reviewed, it was anglers that wanted the yarn only indicators to remain, essentially to stop anglers 

using large pieces of foam to suspend very heavy flies underneath. The yarn only indicators is specific 

to the Taupo region and perhaps it is worth revisiting whether we should keep yarn only indicators or 

allow specific alternatives to be used. Other alternatives would need to be manufactured for the 

purpose of being a fly-fishing indicator rather than manufactured as a “float”.    

Option 1: Keep status quo and prohibit use of anything but yarn only indictors. Preference for 

biodegradable material.  

Option 2: Investigate other indicator options and permit specific alternatives. 

F. Unsafe fishing areas. 

Clause 2. (6) For safety reasons, due to close proximity to state highway traffic, consider adding in 

further areas where fishing is not permitted from: 

1. SH1 road bridge over the Waitahanui River. 

2. SH1 road bridge over the Tongariro River. 

For consistency, add that “Fishing for trout is prohibited from any state highway bridge within the 

Taupo Fishing District”.  

G. Closed waters. 

Clause 8.  Need to add in a section to cover the upper Hinemaiaia River.  



Clause 7 of the Anglers Notice declares that no person may fish for trout, except during an open 

season. Part B of the Schedule gives an open season for the Hinemaiaia from “Lake Taupo” to “the 

normal site of a sign situated approximately 300m downstream from the powerhouse of the lower 

hydro-electric dam”. There is therefore no open season for the segment of Hinemaiaia Stream 

upstream of the normal site of a sign situated approximately 300m downstream from the powerhouse 

of the lower hydro-electric dam. Since there is no open season for the stream segment between the 

powerhouse and the 300m downstream mark, that segment is closed under clause 7. This is the same 

stream segment explicitly declared as being closed in regulation 5(1)(h) of the former regulations.  

In addition, since clause 8(a) of the current Anglers Notice states that there is a closed season all year 

for all rivers and streams flowing into Lake Taupo for the rivers and streams not listed in Part B of the 

schedule (which the 300m below the powerhouse is not), the 300m below the HB dam is therefore 

closed all year under clause 8 also.  

The new (in 2016) Anglers Notice sought to simplify the regulations and one of the greatest 

simplifications was that if a waterbody is not in the Schedule, it is closed.  

However, for clarity, it would seem appropriate to insert an entry for this 300m closed section after 

the Tokaanu Tailrace Canal closure (clause 8(c)) adding a new clause 8(d) to do this, with existing 

clauses 8(d) to 8(g) being renumbered (e) to (h). The order of waters listed in the Schedule and in 

clause 8 are rigorously systematic and it is necessary to preserve that to allow the integrity of the 

notice to be maintained long-term. When the first Anglers Notice was being developed, rivers and 

streams scattered over the whole district were mixed together and a system was needed to prevent 

oversights.  

The current notice is correct, but not clear enough in regard to the 300m below the HB dam and so a 

new clause 8(d) is required to address this. 

Recommendation - Add new clause 8(d) to read: 

“That segment of Hinemaiaia River between the lower Hinemaiaia HB powerhouse and a sign 

situated approximately 300m downstream”.  

Also specifically mention the bypass channel from the HB power station up to the HB dam wall, 

approximately 1km of river. This section of river should remain closed to fishing all year. This could be 

added into clause 8(d) above instead of creating a separate clause.  

Recommendation – Add to read: 

“That segment of the Hinemaiaia River bypass channel from the Hinemaiaia HB dam downstream 

to the HB powerhouse”.  

H. Kuratau Spit. 

Clause 9(3) Remove this section and remove the marker pole to allow fishing from an unanchored 

boat. Simplifies the regulations and provides more fishing opportunity. Not considered to be a threat 

to the fishery by removing the marker pole.  

Schedule Part A. Remove section regarding marker pole at Te Rae Point and permit jigging and 

trolling in this area. See clause 9(3) above.  

I. Waters flowing into or from Lake Taupo. 

Schedule Part B. Define approximate distance from Whitikau confluence to sign.  



Options and opportunities for discussion: 

• (1) Remove the marker pole from the overflow channel of the Tongariro at the Blind mouth.  

This channel of the Tongariro does not flow until the Tongariro is in flood when it then acts as an 

overflow channel. Many anglers start trolling as they exit through the channel markers at Tokaanu and 

troll around towards the Delta. The marker pole that indicates the Blind mouth is not visible until 

anglers have turned the corner heading north and they are often within 200m of the marker pole. 

Suggest removing the marker pole completely to allow trollers and jiggers to fish closer to the shore. 

Option 1: Status quo, keep marker pole at Blind mouth and prohibit fishing within 200m of the shore. 

Option 2: Remove marker pole and remove restriction from the regulations.   

• (2) Consider an earlier opening of upper Tongariro to 1 November   

The majority of the spawning runs during recent years have occurred by October and so there is the 

potential to open the upper reaches earlier to create more angling opportunities. Opportunity to look 

at opening other rivers too.  

Option 1: Status quo, keep opening of upper reaches until 1 December. 

Option 2: Bring opening of upper reaches 1 month earlier to 1 November.  

 

•  (3) Consider opening the lower Tauranga Taupo River from SH1 Bridge down to the lake to 

spin fishing.  

Good spin fishing opportunities are limited within the Taupo Fishery especially on rivers. Anglers 

that only spin fish are limited by where they can fish, and the best waters tend to be fly fishing 

only. These anglers feel that they do not get the same value for money for their fishing licence as 

fly fishers do.   

Option 1: Status quo, prohibit spin fishing in the lower reaches and keep it fly fishing only. 

Option 2: Allow all anglers to spin fish in the lower reaches of the Tauranga Taupo River.  

Option 3: Allow only children to spin fish in the lower reaches of the Tauranga Taupo River.  

 

• (4) Consider allowing spin fishing at the river mouths during summer.  

Historically, the river mouths see very few anglers during the day in summer and this could create a 

new opportunity for spin anglers. Investigate specific stream mouths around the lake where spin 

fishing could be permitted and that are geographically spaced out to provide opportunities across the 

district. Examples could be the Otaketake Stream mouth at Kinloch, Sleep Creek at Tokaanu and the 

Waitetoko Stream.  

Option 1: Status quo, prohibit spin fishing at the river mouths entering Lake Taupo. 

Option 2: Allow anglers to spin fish at all river mouths entering Lake Taupo. 

Option 3: Allow anglers to spin fish at specified river mouths at specified times. 

Option 4: Allow anglers to spin fish at specified river mouths but only during summer months.  



 

• (5) Consider the use of scented soft baits outside of fly fishing only waters.  

Eastern F&G have allowed the use of these scented baits during their 2022/23 season, and it will be 

interesting to see how this works out for them.   

Option 1: Status quo, prohibit use of scented soft baits within the Taupo Fishing District. 

Option 2: Allow the use of scented soft baits within the Taupo Fishing District but outside of fly fishing 

only areas. Prohibit their use in fly fishing only waters. 

 

Target timeline. 

 

Date Task Who 

23 November 2023 Review ideas with full 

Committee. 

TFAC Meeting 

March 2024 Final deliberations, and 

approval. 

TFAC Meeting 

April 2024 Pull together all aspects of the 

review, including comments 

from TMTB. 

DOC Fishery Team 

Early May 2024 Drafting the final submission. DOC Fishery Team 

May 2024 Final draft complete and ready 

for submission. 

DOC Fishery Team 

 

 


