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May saw our focus return to the rivers in preparation for the winter runs. All rivers have seen some 

early running fish this month and the size and quality of these fish has remained good after an 

exceptional winter last year. However, don’t expect fish numbers to be high this time of year with peaks 

not expected for another couple of months and so it pays to keep moving until you find fish.  

 

Hinemaiaia Stream 

Almost 30 angler surveys were completed at the Hinemaiaia during May. A total of 10 trout were 

recorded as kept, 53 returned alive but of a legal size, and 3 recorded as undersized. Overall, anglers 

kept 16% of their legal sized catch. Staff measured and weighed seven rainbow trout kept by anglers 

and these rainbows averaged 521mm and 1.8kg with an average condition factor of 45.6. The heaviest 

rainbow was a hen measuring 550mm and weighing 2.4kg (5.3lbs) caught nymphing downstream of 

the SH1 bridge. During May 2022, Hinemaiaia rainbows averaged 533mm and 1.8kg. 

The average catch and release of legal sized fish was calculated at 77% during May. So far, anglers have 

rated the fish that they are catching at 6.7/10, their catch rate at 5.9/10 and their enjoyment at 9.4/10. 

Upstream nymphers accounted for 72% of anglers interviewed, followed by euro nymphers (21%) and 

wet liners (7%).  

 

Tauranga Taupo River 

A total of 23 angler surveys were conducted on the TT during May. Anglers reported keeping 9 trout, 

releasing 75 legal sized trout and releasing a further 7 that were undersized. Anglers kept 10.7% of 

their legal sized catch. The three rainbows measured and weighed averaged 467mm and 1.33kg 

(2.9lbs) with an average condition factor of 46.8. The heaviest rainbow weighed was a hen at 1.6kg 

(3.5lbs) and measuring 480mm. Rainbows kept by TT anglers during May last year averaged 525mm 

and 1.9kg (5.2lbs).  

The average catch and release for those catching fish was calculated at 94%. TT anglers rated the trout 

that they were catching during May at 6.2/10, their catch rate at 6.3/10 and their angling enjoyment 

at 9/10.  Snags and losing gear was the main detraction of angling enjoyment mentioned during the 

surveys. This is likely to be a result of recent flooding and the remnants from the cyclone damage. 

Upstream nymphing was the most popular method (61%) followed by wet lining (26%) and euro 

nymphing (13%) during May.   

 

Tongariro River 

May has been a relatively wet month with the river running higher than normal. Three separate rain 

events during May saw the Tongariro reach 300 m3/sec before dropping back to mid-30’s. The elevated 

flows have made the fishing harder for some anglers.  



Almost 40 anglers were surveyed during May. Tongariro anglers reported keeping 7 trout, releasing 36 

legal sized trout and releasing 11 that were undersized. Overall, Tongariro anglers kept 16.3% of their 

legal sized catch. Rainbows kept averaged 519mm and 1.7kg (3.7lbs) with an average condition factor 

of 43.4. The heaviest fish weighed was a jack measuring 535mm and weighing 2.55kg (5.6lbs). In 

comparison, rainbows caught during May 2022 averaged 523mm and 2kg (4.4lbs).  

For the successful anglers, the average catch and release was calculated at 90%. Tongariro anglers rated 

their fish at 7.2/10, their catch rate at 5.4/10 and their angling enjoyment at 9.4/10. Based upon the 

angling survey data, upstream nymphing was the preferred method (63%) followed by wet lining (34%) 

and euro nymphing (3%).  

 

Waipa Stream fish trap 

May also saw the installation of the Waipa Stream fish trap for the 2023 season and marks the 26th 

consecutive year of trapping. Vehicle, foot, and fish passage into the Waipa fish trap was severely 

limited due to damage from February’s severe tropical cyclone Gabrielle and took staff considerable 

time and effort to re-establish vehicle and walking access due to the number of very large trees down 

across the tracks. Trees were cleared and tracks re-routed as required. The trap itself suffered some 

minor damage due to the large build-up of debris. Several large logjams were also cleared between 

the trap and the confluence with the Tongariro which were impeding fish passage.  

May was also a wet month to get the trapping programme underway with almost 400mm of rainfall 

recorded. This is double what was recorded during the same period last year. As a result, the trap was 

in flood on 3 separate occasions. Despite the extra floods this season, the runs for both browns and 

rainbows were up slightly in comparison to last year.  

Table 1. Averages for both browns and rainbows trapped in the Waipa Stream during May 2023 

 Av. Length (mm) Av. Weight (Kg) Av. Condition Factor Number trapped 

Female Browns 567 2.44 47.7 36 

Male Browns 585 2.54 45 52 

All Browns 578 2.5 46.1 88 

Female Rainbows 468 1.4 49.9 43 

Male Rainbows 476 1.3 44.9 59 

All Rainbows 472 1.35 47 103 

 

Table 2. Averages for both browns and rainbows trapped during May 2022 

 Av. Length (mm) Av. Weight (Kg) Av. Condition Factor Number trapped 

Female Browns 588 2.9 51 31 

Male Browns 620 3.1 46.3 45 

All Browns 607 3.0 48.2 76 

Female Rainbows 526 1.9 46.3 43 

Male Rainbows 537 1.9 43.1 34 

All Rainbows 531 1.9 44.8 77 

 

Although it’s still early days in the 2023 trapping programme, the average size of the rainbows so far 

this season is well down in comparison to those trapped during recent years with the averages 

comparable to those fish from 2016 (Fig.1). Traditionally we would see some larger fish early in the 



run as these have matured earlier. Time will tell whether the average sizes will improve over the coming 

months given the delayed productivity in the lake over summer. The heaviest rainbow trapped so far 

was a maiden hen measuring 565mm and weighing 2.2kg (4.9lbs). Interestingly, almost 90% of the 

rainbows trapped were classed as maidens with very few previous spawners recorded in the May run. 

Perhaps some of these previous spawners struggled to recover pre-Christmas when productivity was 

low when they returned to the lake in very large numbers on the back of a huge run last winter. The 

next few months will provide a better indication of their survival as they may have just taken longer to 

recover as productivity improved.  

Similarly, the browns were also shorter and lighter than recent years but were still in good condition 

(Fig.2). The heaviest brown trapped this year was a jack measuring 730mm and weighing 4.7kg 

(10.4lbs).  

Figure 1. Average length and weight for rainbow trout trapped at Waipa since 1998. 

 

Figure 2. Average length and weight for brown trout trapped at Waipa since 1998. 



 

 

Te Whaiau Stream fish trap 

The Te Whaiau fish trap was installed on 6 June and will operate continuously for an eight-week period.  


