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WELLINGTON CONSERVANCY

Wellington had a small, short-lived ‘gold rush’ in June 1869, when alluvial gold
was discovered in the Kaiwharawhara Stream, in Karori. The claims in the
upper stream were worked out by July 1869, but small-scale alluvial mining
continued downstream for another 2 years. Quartz mining was carried out at a
number of sites, but most were closed with the filling of the water reservoir in
1873. The Baker’s Hill Mining Company and Morning Star leases were
submerged by the reservoir, and access was cut off to the Union and Try Again
leases. The Golden Crown mine closed soon afterwards, and, by 1897, all
mining activity in the area had ceased. The site of the Golden Crown mine, with
accompanying interpretative material, can be visited at the Karori Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Wellington image

Hillside at Terawhiti, Wellington, showing entrance to Golden Crown goldmine, 1881.

Photographer William Williams. Reproduced by permission of the Alexander Turnbull Library,
Wellington, N.Z. Ref. no. G-140357-1/2.
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